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Abstract: Women are an essential part of our society. We can’t imagine our society without women. For the 
last few decades, the concept of empowerment has come to occupy a key place in almost all the countries, 
both developed and developing. To understand the status of women in the society an examination of their 
Socio-political status is necessary. . So process of man-woman equalization started. Social status of women 
is very low in traditional Indian Society. In rural community SC women work with her husband in farming 
and farm labour. As the political status is interlinked with the socio- economic status, it has the capacity to 
influence transformation of the socio-economic system of the country. Empowerment in any sphere plays an 
important role in melding the social, economic, and political life of people in all communities. In the Indian 
context, the political participation of women and ultimately their political empowerment have gained of the 
73rd constitutional Amendment Act of 1992. The Himachal Pradesh government passed amendment to the 
Panchayat law introducing one third reservations for women, including Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribe 
Women, at all three tiers of the Panchayati Raj System. In this research paper, we are trying to showcase the 
impact of power in the life of women and Changes brought in the Status of SC women with the 
implementation of constitutional reforms in the Panchayati Raj Institution.   
KEYWORDS : Status, Scheduled Cast, Women, Traditional. 
INTRODUCTION 
While observing towards social status of Indian 
women, it is seen that, status of women was 
approximately equal to men in ancient age, but 
after Vedic age disparity between men and women 
developed. It became lower than man in post-Vedic 
age. Disparity became very acute in mogul era in 
medieval age and there was no independent status 
of woman during that time.  
Efforts had been made to improve social status of 
women during British rule and which became more 
comprehensive in independent India and the 
process of man-woman equalization started. 
Political participation of women is an important 
determinant of their modernization. It enables 
women to come out of the shackles of tradition and 
secluded life. It also leads to greater social and 
political awareness among women. Women in 
politics can effectively represent opinions of other 
women and can also understand and deal 
effectively with the problems of society and of 
women in particular. Political participation of 
women equips them with political competence, 
organizational abilities and belief in egalitarianism 
and democratic planning. It is in this context, that 
the attitudes of women leaders towards the 
significance of political participation of women 
have been analyzed.
1
 Women’s role in politics is 
very less than that of men although there are many 
qualified women who can take more political 
responsibilities than what is commonly believed. 
This political subjection is more due to the 
prejudice against leadership role. 
 The above factors have a great impact on 
participation of women in political process. 
Generally participation of women in political 
process implies to the degree of equality and 
freedom enjoyed by women in shaping and sharing 
of powers and value that is given by society to the 
role which their male counterparts enjoy. Political 
participation of women does not mean only 
women’s participation in electoral and 
administrative process. But it also includes the 
whole range of voluntary activities which has a 
bearing on the political process including voting, 
supporting political groups, communicating with 
legislators, disseminating political views and 
opinion among the electorates and other related 
activities.  
 Himachal Pradesh enacted a new 
Panchayati Raj Legislation, the Himachal Pradesh 
Panchayati Raj Act 1994 in conformity with the 
provision of the constitution 73
rd
 Amendment Act 
1992. In Himachal Pradesh reservation was not 
merely at the level of members but also 1/3
rd
 seats 
of chairperson at all the three levels of Panchayati 
Raj Institutions, which were also reserved under 
the Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act. 
Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act 1994 
provides that not less than one third of the officers 
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of the chairperson and members in the Panchayat, 
Panchayat Samiti and Zila Parishad shall be 
reserved for women. The position of women in the 
fourth general election to PRIs was held in 
Himachal Pradesh during December, 2010 and 
January 2011 and present office bearers started 
functioning w.e.f. 23
rd
 January, 2011, and its five 
years term will we expire on 22
nd
 Januray 2016. 
During 2010-11 election, there was total 3243 
Gram Panchayats. In all these Gram Panchayats 
19413 wards members were elected and 11317 
members were from women segment. The 
percentage of women wards members in Lahaul 
Spiti district was highest whereas their percentage 
was lowest in Bilaspur district. The district wise 
detail of reservation of seats to women for 
Panchayat ward member is being detailed as 
follows: 
 
Table 1.01:  Number of Seats Reserved for Women Representatives for member of Gram Panchayat 
(Term 2011-2016) 
Sr. 
No. 
Name of 
District 
Reservation of Seats for Women 
%age 
Total 
ward 
seats 
Scheduled 
Caste 
women 
Scheduled 
tribe 
women 
OBC 
Women 
General 
Women 
Total 
women 
1 Bilaspur 1011 171 22 0 388 581 57.47 
2 Chamba 1585 228 278 0 428 934 58.93 
3 Hamirpur 1341 242 0 0 543 785 58.54 
4 Kangra 4554 761 0 0 1893 2654 58.28 
5 Kinnaur 359 34 165 0 12 211 58.77 
6 Kullu 1228 226 26 0 462 714 58.14 
7 L & Spiti 209 22 85 0 17 124 59.33 
8 Mandi 2877 570 34 0 1072 1676 5826 
9 Shimla 2077 401 3 0 813 1217 58.59 
10 Sirmour 1390 277 9 0 523 809 58.20 
11 Solan 1345 262 0 0 513 775 57.62 
12 Una 1437 218 0 0 619 837 58.25 
 Total 19413 3412 622 0 7283 11317 58.30 
Source: Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Department of Shimla 
For 3243 Gram Panchayats Pradhan, 1639 Panchayats were headed by women segment in the state of 
Himachal Pradesh during 2010-2011 tenure which was 50.54 percent. In Kangra district 384 Panchayats were 
headed by women whereas in Lahaul Spiti in 21 Panchayats, the Pradhans were amongst the women. The 
district wise detail of reservation of seats to women for Panchayat Pradhan during 4
th
 elections to PRIs has been 
appended as follows:  
Table 1.02:  Number of Seats Reserved for Women Representatives for, Pradhan Gram Panchayat 
(Term 2011-2016) 
Sr. 
No. 
Name of 
District 
Reservation of Seats for Women 
%age Total 
seats 
Scheduled 
Caste 
women 
Scheduled 
tribe 
women 
OBC 
Women 
General 
Women 
Total 
women 
1 Bilaspur 151 20 0 5 51 76 50.33 
2 Chamba 283 27 46 3 67 193 50.53 
3 Hamirpur 229 29 0 11 75 115 50.22 
4 Kangra 760 85 0 58 241 384 50.53 
5 Kinnaur 65 0 33 0 0 33 50.70 
6 Kullu 204 31 2 0 69 102 50.00 
7 L & Spiti 41 0 21 0 0 21 51.22 
8 Mandi 473 72 0 9 157 240 50.74 
9 Shimla 363 55 0 5 124 184 50.69 
10 Sirmour 228 39 2 9 63 115 50.44 
11 Solan 211 35 0 4 67 107 50.71 
12 Una 235 28 0 15 73 119 50.64 
 Total 3243 421 104 109 987 1639 50.54 
Source: Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Department of Shimla 
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The second tier in Panchayati Raj 
Institutions there were 1682 total members, for the 
total 77 Panchayat Samiti, out of which 863 
members were women. From the perusal of the 
above discussion it is inferred that there is a little 
variation in the number of seats occupied by 
women among all districts in different office of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions. Women as ward 
members are more in number as compared to other 
PRIs Institutions and offices. The number of 
women representatives in increasing as it is evident 
by analyzing four consecutive elections.  
Statement of the Problem  
Social status of  Schedule Caste women is 
very low in traditional India Society. Their work-
field is limited to four walls of home. While a good 
deal of attention has been paid by the scholars to 
the study of changing socio-economic status of  SC 
women in India but a very little attention has been 
paid to the role of women in politics especially in 
the context of changing socio-economic and 
political scenario of the country.  In rural 
community SC women work with her husband in 
farming and farm labour. She helps in increasing 
income of her family by doing labour in farming 
work. Changes have been occurred in social status 
of women due to never chances in employment and 
due to increase in education. But this change 
cannot be seen in life of rural women as one can 
see clearly in life of urban women. Try has been 
made to examine what is the status/position of SC 
women in rural community as well as what changes 
have been done for SC Women in the Participation 
in Politics  in this present study. 
To meet the requirements of constitutional 73
rd
 
Amendment, the Himachal Pradesh Government 
passed Panchayati Raj Act in the year 1994 in 
which 33 per cent reservation for women was made 
with passing of this amendment. It is hoped that 
this would change the very plight of rural SC 
women and will improve their status and position 
in the society.  
Objectives of the Study  
The present study is carried out with following 
specific objectives: 
1. To study the change of role of SC Women 
in Politics after the constitutional 
amendment. 
2. To discuss the change of status of SC 
Women with the participation of Politics. 
Area of Study  
The district Kangra is situated between 
31
0
41' to 32
0
25' east longitude and 70
0
35' and 77
0
5' 
north latitude. According to the 2011 census, the 
total population of district Kangra is 15,07,223 
persons, out of which 7,48,559 are males and 
7,58,664 are females, and the sex ratio for 1013 
females per 1000 males. The density of population 
in the district is 263 person per sq. km. The literacy 
rate is 86.49 percent. The male literacy rate is 
92.55 and female literacy rate is 80.62 percent. 
District Kanga consists of total fifteen development 
blocks viz. Baijnath, Bhawarna, Lambagaon, 
Panchrukhi, Kangra, Nagrota Bagwan, Rait, Dehra, 
Pragpur, Nagrota Surian, Nurpur, Indora, Fatehpur, 
Sulah, Dharamshala. The present study has been 
conducted on two Panchayats of  district  Kangra.   
The present study has certain limitations. 
The area of present study is limited to only one 
district out of twelve districts of Himachal Pradesh. 
Out of these one district two village Panchayats 
were selected on the basis of purposive sampling.  
Research Methodology 
Research methods, techniques and 
research methodology are the key terms in the 
context of research study. The present study aims at 
to examine social status / position of SC women in 
rural community. 50 women of SC were randomly 
selected of age group of 20-50 of Two Panchayats 
of Kangra District. Data were collected by personal 
interview with the use of questionnaire from these 
women. 
Sampling   
The sampling based on representation of 
respondents has been taken into consideration for 
this study which has been conducted in, four 
village Panchayats one districts. Total 25 Schedule 
Caste female respondents have been interviewed. 
In these 25 female respondents from both reserved 
and open categories have been taken.  
To ensure the nature of purposive 
representative sampling, special attention has been 
given to wide representation of women with 
variables like age, caste, education, income, family 
background and political participation etc.  
Primary Sources  
The present study relies largely on 
primary data and wherever necessary the secondary 
data have been used to supplement the primary 
data. In such cases observation method was applied 
to collect the information. 
Secondary Sources  
Secondary sources for the study include 
various books, Journals, research studies, surveys, 
reports of the various commissions and committees 
and the information gathered from the newspapers 
which are relevant to the present study.  
Tools of Data Analysis   
There are various methods of analyzing 
the data. In the present study, the processing of data 
and the preparation of the tables for analysis and 
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interpretation have been done manually. Simple 
percentage method has been applied to analyse the 
data prepared under various heads of tables. 
Interpretation of the analysis of data has been done 
according to the response of the respondents.  
CONCLUSION  
The result study revealed that income is 
also an important Indicator of social status. People 
with better economic status yielded good influence 
on the rural politics. The economic status in the 
society bestows the right to be elected in 
panchayats. It was observed during the study that 
reservation for women is a positive step. Now 
many women are coming forward with the help of 
quota and they are gaining confidence.  
This indicates that reservation system has 
very good effect on women confidence. And they 
get more chances to perform well.  Most of the 
women members accepted that they have not gone 
through this act, but they know a bit in general 
about the content. The main reason behind this was 
that they had no proper education.   
 The role of caste, illiteracy, corruption, 
nepotism etc. faced by women in the Polities after 
being elected. It was observed that the women of 
higher castes captured powers in different moulds 
in comparison to those of lower castes in the 
districts. This decreased to a certain extent the 
overall participation of women in the rural areas. 
The other reason for higher caste monopoly in the 
power structure was education. It was found that 
the political participation of women was not 
possible unless and until there was their economic 
empowerment. 
 The study also showed that some of the 
elected women did not accept to cast their votes 
under the pressure of male counterparts but the 
majority of the respondents accepted that the 
advice of male members for casting their votes in 
election process influenced them. They opined that 
there was no need to discuss women's issues as a 
separate subject because it automatically found 
inclusion in the discussion on general development. 
It was also found that most of the women took 
decisions independently. Some of the women were 
not able to participate independently in the decision 
making process, especially in the case of 
chairperson they were found dependent on male 
vice chairperson 
Suggestions : 
Comprehensive tries should be made to increase 
proportion of education among SC women in rural 
community. Many new rights are given to women 
by laws SC women of rural community should 
aware of regarding marriage life, divorce, 
inneritance to women from their parents property, 
as well as Politics  so that their social position 
could be improved. 
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